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ages, on the contrary, when the duties of ead
individual to the race are much more clear, devote
service to any one man becomes more rare ; the bone
of human affection is extended, but it is relaxed.
Among democratic nations new families are con
stantly  springing  up, others   are   constantly falling
away, and all that remain change their condition"
the woof of time is every instant broken, and the traci
of generations effaced.    Those who went before an
soon forgotten ;  of those who will come after no one
has any idea : the interest of man is confined to those
in close propinquity to himself.    As each class ap-
proximates to other classes,  and intermingles with
them, its members become indifferent and as strangers
to one another.   Aristocracy had made a chain of all
the members of the community, from the peasant to
the king :   democracy breaks that chain, and severs
every link of it.    As social conditions become more
equal, the number of persons increases who, although
they are neither rich enough nor powerful enough to
exercise   any   great   influence   over   their   fellow-
creatures,   have  nevertheless   acquired   or  retained
sufficient education and fortune to satisfy their own
wants.    They owe nothing to any man, they expect
nothing from any man ;   they acquire the habit of
always considering themselves as standing alone, and
they are apt to imagine that their whole destiny is in
their own hands.    Thus not only does democracy
make every man forget his ancestors, but it hides his
descendants, and separates his contemporaries from
him ; it throws him back for ever upon himself alone,
and threatens in the end to confine him entirely within-
the solitude of his own heart.                                   \
The period when the construction of democratic
society upon the ruins of an aristocracy has just been
completed, is especially that at which this separation